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questionnaire on patent valorisation'  

 

Sorted answers Original order  
 

Query definition 
 

Result pages 

Current search:  

All data requested 
 

 

There are 622 responses matching your criteria of a total of 622 records in the current set of 
data. 

 

Section1: Identification of the company 

   

1A. Please specify the size of your company: 

-single choice reply- (compulsory)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Individual inventor 78 
  Micro (less then 10 employees) 307 
  Small (less then 50 employees) 126 
  Medium-sized (less then 250 employees) 84 
  Large (more then 250 employees) 27 

1B. Please specify your sector: 

-single choice reply- (compulsory)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Electrical engineering 68 
  Instruments 33 
  Chemistry, Pharmaceuticals 39 
  Process engineering 31 
  Mechanical engineering 88 

Other (please specify) 363 
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2. What is the size of your patent portfolio (including patent applications and granted patents)?  

Please count all patents in the same family (i.e. for the same invention in different countries) 
as one patent.  

-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  We do not have any patents 294 
  We have 1 to 3 patents 208 
  We have 3 to 10 patents 68 
  We have more than 10 patents 48 
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Section 2: Questions for all SMEs 

   

3A. Are you aware of patents owned by third parties that could represent a development 
opportunity for your business?  

-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Yes 238 
  No 371 

3B. Would you be interested in entering a patent transaction (buy/license) to develop such 
opportunities? 

-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Yes 363 
  No 244 

4. Are you primarily interested in developing your own patents or in obtaining licences from 
other entities? 

-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Developing my own patents 316 
  Obtaining licences from third parties 41 
  Both obtaining patents for my own 

innovations and obtaining licences form 
third parties 

164 

  None of the above 73 
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5. Which transfer mechanism do you consider effective to acquire 
technology? 

   

 

Outsourcing R&D to third parties, (possibly in view of filing patent applications at a later stage) -
single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 143 
  2="Little effective" 113 
  3="Neutral" 141 
  4="Effective" 108 
  5=”Very effective” 55 

Joint R&D with third parties (possibly in view of filing patent applications at a later stage) -single 
choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 35 
  2="Little effective" 65 
  3="Neutral" 95 
  4="Effective" 227 
  5=”Very effective” 164 

Buying or licensing patent rights without any additional transfer of related know-how -single 
choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 150 
  2="Little effective" 141 
  3="Neutral" 132 
  4="Effective" 105 
  5=”Very effective” 21 

Buying or licensing patent rights along with the related non-patented know-how -single choice 
reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 67 
  2="Little effective" 73 
  3="Neutral" 147 
  4="Effective" 160 
  5=”Very effective” 109 
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6A. How many times did your organisation try to purchase or license 
patents in the last five years?  

   

 

Purchasing or licensing in -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0 449 
  1-2 106 
  3-5 19 
  6-10 3 
  Above 10 6 

Selling or licensing out -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0 410 
  1-2 103 
  3-5 34 
  6-10 13 
  Above 10 20 
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6B. How many of these attempts have eventually succeeded in the last five 
years? 

   

 

Purchasing or licensing in -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0 471 
  1-2 60 
  3-5 9 
  6-10 2 
  Above 10 4 

Selling or licensing out -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0 479 
  1-2 55 
  3-5 10 
  6-10 5 
  Above 10 1 
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7. Please give a rough estimation of  

i) your annual cost of purchasing or licensing in patents as a % of your 
company’s turnover  

ii) your annual revenue of selling or licensing out patents as a % of your 
company’s turnover 

   

 

Annual cost of purchasing or licensing in (as a % of your company’s turnover) 

-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0/not applicable 429 
  0-5% 82 
  5-10% 21 
  10-20% 16 
  20-30% 4 
  30-40% 3 
  40-50% 2 
  50-60% 0 
  Above 60% 1 

Annual revenue from selling or licensing out 

(as a % of your company’s turnover) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0/not applicable 457 
  0-5% 42 
  5-10% 16 
  10-20% 14 
  20-30% 13 
  30-40% 2 
  40-50% 4 
  50-60% 2 
  Above 60% 4 
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8. What target audience are you most interested in for patent transaction 
purposes?  

   

 

As a buyer of patents or licensee -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  University or public research organisations 184 
  Large companies 103 
  SMEs (companies with <250 employees) 142 
  Individual inventors 115 
  Not applicable 169 

As a seller of patents or licensor -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  University or public research organisations 70 
  Large companies 223 
  SMEs (companies with <250 employees) 200 
  Individual inventors 51 
  Not applicable 175 

9. How did you try to find potential partners, and which solution was 
successful? 

   
Via personal networks -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 269 
  Succeeded 147 

Via prior business partners -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 187 
  Succeeded 104 

Via searching in patent databases (Espacenet or commercial databases like Derwent or Questel) -
multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 96 
  Succeeded 15 
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Via Electronic trading platforms (a website where you can post and search for patents for sale or 
license), please specify which ones:  -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 72 
  Succeeded 17 

Via patent attorneys or lawfirms -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 75 
  Succeeded 24 

Via brokers -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 34 
  Succeeded 10 

Via consultants -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 109 
  Succeeded 26 

Via other type of intermediaries. Please specify: -multiple choices reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Tried 35 
  Succeeded 12 

I never tried, question not applicable -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Never tried 166 

10. Based on your experience, which of these factors are significant 
obstacles to buying or licensing-in patents?  

(rate importance between min=1 and max=5 with 1="Not important", 
2="Little important, 3="Neutral", 4="Important, 5="Very important") 

   
Time and money of searching for interesting patented technologies -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 42 
  2="Little important, 59 
  3="Neutral", 104 
  4="Important, 153 
  5="Very important") 177 
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Need to disclose critical information on my technology needs in order to find a seller -single 
choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 46 
  2="Little important, 89 
  3="Neutral", 133 
  4="Important, 151 
  5="Very important") 94 

Lack of information to assess the patented technology -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 49 
  2="Little important, 63 
  3="Neutral", 142 
  4="Important, 170 
  5="Very important") 89 

Cost and complexity of negotiations -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 33 
  2="Little important, 55 
  3="Neutral", 146 
  4="Important, 164 
  5="Very important") 118 

Risk that the technology infringes patents owned by third parties -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 43 
  2="Little important, 79 
  3="Neutral", 128 
  4="Important, 144 
  5="Very important") 100 

Cost of developing further the patented technology once it has been acquired -single choice reply- 
(optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 26 
  2="Little important, 65 
  3="Neutral", 145 
  4="Important, 175 
  5="Very important") 99 
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Dependence on the seller after the deal for provision of supplementary know how and technical 
assistance -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 35 
  2="Little important, 67 
  3="Neutral", 161 
  4="Important, 155 
  5="Very important") 89 

Time and money for getting legal advice  -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important", 32 
  2="Little important, 65 
  3="Neutral", 119 
  4="Important, 171 
  5="Very important") 116 
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11. Do you think that facilitating transactions in patents (i.e. making it easier 
to sell or buy patents & license in or license out) would be beneficial for 
your business and for your access or monetisation of innovation? 

   

 

As a buyer of patents or for licensing in -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Yes 292 
  No 48 
  I do not know/Not applicable 204 

As a seller of patents or for licensing out -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Yes 332 
  No 57 
  I do not know/Not applicable 193 

12. What kind of public support would best help you to acquire or license in 
patents from third parties? 

(rate effectiveness between 1 and 5 with 1=”Not effective”, 2="Little 
effective", 3="Neutral", 4="Effective" and 5=”Very effective”) 

   
An online database of patents available for sale/license -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 37 
  2="Little effective" 39 
  3="Neutral" 89 
  4="Effective" 180 
  5=”Very effective” 201 

An online database of patents available for sale/license where one finds also supplementary 
information on the patented technology and its market potential -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 29 
  2="Little effective" 31 
  3="Neutral" 72 
  4="Effective" 155 
  5=”Very effective” 249 
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An online platform where you can signal your need for a particular technology solution and leave 
your contact details -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 35 
  2="Little effective" 42 
  3="Neutral" 126 
  4="Effective" 166 
  5=”Very effective” 155 

An online database of universities and public research organisations, (possibly with the indication 
also of respective inventors), which have filed patent applications, over the last 5, 10, 15 … years 
-single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 40 
  2="Little effective" 68 
  3="Neutral" 143 
  4="Effective" 154 
  5=”Very effective” 128 

An organisation (intermediary) delivering you dedicated assistance in finding a technology seller 
for your particular need and in negotiating conditions -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 43 
  2="Little effective" 67 
  3="Neutral" 140 
  4="Effective" 149 
  5=”Very effective” 118 

An entity (intermediary) which has bundled available patents related to the same technology in 
view for you to  buy or license a complete set of patents -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 46 
  2="Little effective" 75 
  3="Neutral" 171 
  4="Effective" 135 
  5=”Very effective” 83 
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A repository of standard contracts for selling/licensing patents that you could adapt to your 
needs -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 42 
  2="Little effective" 68 
  3="Neutral" 161 
  4="Effective" 138 
  5=”Very effective” 104 

A financial voucher to get the professional advice of your choice (If yes, please specify which 
professional (e.g. patent attorney, broker, etc:)    -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 61 
  2="Little effective" 57 
  3="Neutral" 116 
  4="Effective" 125 
  5=”Very effective” 136 
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Section 3: Questions only for SME with a patent portfolio 

   

13. When you file a patent in your country, do you also file patent 
applications:  

   

 

In one or more other European countries? -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Never 98 
  In less than half of the cases 66 
  In more than half of the cases 45 
  Always 111 

In non-European countries? -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  Never 149 
  In less than half of the cases 46 
  In more than half of the cases 39 
  Always 58 

14. How do you use your patents? (Give a rough percentage of your patents 
concerned by each use. Please note that the sum of the percentages -%-can 
be higher than 100 if some patents have multiple uses) 

   
We use the patent in commercial products or services internally developed -single choice reply- 
(optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 39 
  0-10% 18 
  10-20% 11 
  20-30% 10 
  30-40% 13 
  40-50% 11 
  50-60% 20 
  60-70% 12 
  70-80% 16 
  80-90% 22 
  90% or above 114 

Page 15 of 24Europa - IPM - Consultation

10/10/2011http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?userstate=charts&print=true&select...



 

Licensing to independent party (excluding cross-licensing) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 156 
  0-10% 32 
  10-20% 14 
  20-30% 6 
  30-40% 8 
  40-50% 7 
  50-60% 11 
  60-70% 7 
  70-80% 0 
  80-90% 4 
  90% or above 15 

Cross-licensing -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 169 
  0-10% 19 
  10-20% 14 
  20-30% 6 
  30-40% 7 
  40-50% 3 
  50-60% 4 
  60-70% 3 
  70-80% 3 
  80-90% 2 
  90% or above 2 

Patent is unused -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 108 
  0-10% 34 
  10-20% 15 
  20-30% 8 
  30-40% 6 
  40-50% 11 
  50-60% 6 
  60-70% 4 
  70-80% 0 
  80-90% 2 
  90% or above 18 

15. If some of your patents are unused (i.e. neither exploited internally nor 
licensed or cross-licensed) why do you keep them? 

   
For blocking competitors -single choice reply- (optional)  
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  0% 72 
  0-10% 11 
  10-20% 9 
  20-30% 11 
  30-40% 9 
  40-50% 18 
  50-60% 8 
  60-70% 4 
  70-80% 11 
  80-90% 9 
  90% or above 36 

Because patents enhance reputation (towards possible investors and to set up collaborations) -
single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 52 
  0-10% 21 
  10-20% 13 
  20-30% 10 
  30-40% 11 
  40-50% 15 
  50-60% 13 
  60-70% 10 
  70-80% 7 
  80-90% 13 
  90% or above 35 
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Because  we may use the technology covered by the patent in future  -single choice reply- (optional) 

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 39 
  0-10% 9 
  10-20% 9 
  20-30% 10 
  30-40% 9 
  40-50% 22 
  50-60% 14 
  60-70% 13 
  70-80% 9 
  80-90% 17 
  90% or above 60 

We would like to sell or license out the patent but we have not succeeded yet to find a 
buyer/licensee and/or to agree on conditions -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0% 63 
  0-10% 18 
  10-20% 11 
  20-30% 10 
  30-40% 3 
  40-50% 13 
  50-60% 7 
  60-70% 5 
  70-80% 12 
  80-90% 16 
  90% or above 56 
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16. Take the most valuable patent (for you) of your portfolio. Consider the 
following hypothetical situation. Suppose that the patent was granted today 
(and you have all the information about this patent that you have now). What 
is the minimum price (in euros) at which you would sell this patent?  

Suppose that the same patent was owned by someone else instead of you. 
What is the maximum price (in euros) at which you would buy this patent?   

  

   

 

As a seller of the patent (minimum selling price) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0-30k€ 21 
  30-100k€ 50 
  100-300k€ 57 
  300k-1m€ 49 
  1-3m€ 31 
  3-10m€ 21 
  10-30m€ 12 
  30-100m€ 7 
  100-300m€ 5 
  > 300m€ 14 

As a buyer of the patent (maximum purchasing price) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0-30k€ 56 
  30-100k€ 63 
  100-300k€ 38 
  300k-1m€ 22 
  1-3m€ 22 
  3-10m€ 6 
  10-30m€ 2 
  30-100m€ 5 
  100-300m€ 4 
  > 300m€ 6 
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17. Please respond as in question 16 considering the average valued patent 
in your portfolio (Please mark one of the intervals) 

   

 

As a seller of the patent (minimum selling price) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0-30k€ 42 
  30-100k€ 55 
  100-300k€ 52 
  300k-1m€ 45 
  1-3m€ 20 
  3-10m€ 9 
  10-30m€ 8 
  30-100m€ 4 
  100-300m€ 1 
  > 300m€ 9 

As a buyer of the patent (maximum purchasing price) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  0-30k€ 79 
  30-100k€ 44 
  100-300k€ 43 
  300k-1m€ 20 
  1-3m€ 13 
  3-10m€ 2 
  10-30m€ 5 
  30-100m€ 2 
  100-300m€ 0 
  > 300m€ 3 

18. Based on your experience, which of these factors are significant 
obstacles to selling or licensing out patents? 

(rate importance between min=1 and max=5 with 1="Not important", 
2="Less important", 3="Neutral", 4="Important, 5="Very important") 

   
Difficulty of finding interested buyers -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 20 
  2="Less important" 15 
  3="Neutral" 42 
  4="Important" 82 
  5="Very important" 121 
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Need to disclose critical information on my patented technology in order to attract buyers -single 
choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 24 
  2="Less important" 33 
  3="Neutral" 79 
  4="Important" 70 
  5="Very important" 78 

Cost and complexity of negotiations -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 22 
  2="Less important" 30 
  3="Neutral" 84 
  4="Important" 80 
  5="Very important" 58 

Risk that the technology infringes patents owned by third parties -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 53 
  2="Less important" 56 
  3="Neutral" 81 
  4="Important" 50 
  5="Very important" 28 

Time and money for getting consultant's advice -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 18 
  2="Less important" 45 
  3="Neutral" 78 
  4="Important" 73 
  5="Very important" 63 

Difficulty of describing the patented technology in an appealing way -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 53 
  2="Less important" 74 
  3="Neutral" 67 
  4="Important" 42 
  5="Very important" 33 
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Cost of providing non-patented know how to the buyer -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1="Not important" 32 
  2="Less important" 62 
  3="Neutral" 73 
  4="Important" 60 
  5="Very important" 34 

19. What kind of public support would best help you to commercialise your 
patents? 

(rate effectiveness between 1 and 5 with 1=”Not effective”, 2="Little 
effective", 3="Neutral", 4="Effective" and 5=”Very effective”) 

   
An online database of patents available for sale/license -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 30 
  2="Little effective"  19 
  3="Neutral" 52 
  4="Effective"  85 
  5=”Very effective” 106 

An online database of patents available for sale/license where you could also provide 
supplementary information on the technology and its market potential -single choice reply- 
(optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 25 
  2="Little effective"  17 
  3="Neutral" 50 
  4="Effective"  81 
  5=”Very effective” 113 
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An online platform for you to consult where to find potential buyers which have signalled their 
need for a particular technology solution -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 19 
  2="Little effective"  26 
  3="Neutral" 55 
  4="Effective"  88 
  5=”Very effective” 97 

An organisation (intermediary) delivering you dedicated assistance in finding a technology buyer 
for your patent and in negotiating conditions -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 18 
  2="Little effective"  35 
  3="Neutral" 76 
  4="Effective"  75 
  5=”Very effective” 81 

Financial voucher to get the professional advice of your choice (If yes, please specify which 
professional (e.g. patent attorney, broker, etc:)    -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 29 
  2="Little effective"  41 
  3="Neutral" 65 
  4="Effective"  74 
  5=”Very effective” 67 

An entity (intermediary) to commercialise (sale or license) your patents on your behalf -single 
choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 30 
  2="Little effective"  38 
  3="Neutral" 83 
  4="Effective"  72 
  5=”Very effective” 55 
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Assistance in finding potential infringers and enforcing your patents -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 22 
  2="Little effective"  30 
  3="Neutral" 78 
  4="Effective"  78 
  5=”Very effective” 66 

A repository of standard contracts for selling/licensing patents that you could adapt to your 
needs -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 22 
  2="Little effective"  44 
  3="Neutral" 61 
  4="Effective"  81 
  5=”Very effective” 65 

Financial support to develop further the technology to make it commercially viable (e.g. 
prototyping) -single choice reply- (optional)  

 

  Requested records 622 
  1=”Not effective” 13 
  2="Little effective"  13 
  3="Neutral" 37 
  4="Effective"  73 
  5=”Very effective” 138 
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